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Mission

To promote an entrepreneurial environment 
throughout the state of Kansas by establishing a 
central portal that connects entrepreneurs and 
small business owners with the right 
resources—expertise, education, and economic 
resources—when they are needed most.



Referral Center

• 300+ Leads per month

• Toll-free Hotline:

1-877-521-8600

• BoldChat:

www.networkkansas.com

• Email:

info@networkkansas.com

mailto:info@networkkansas.com


Referral Center - Grocers

Images: www.facebook.com/ruralgroceryinitiative, www.fhsu.edu/news,  
www.agriculture.ks.gov, www.cedbr.org

Needs:

• Business plan & Cash flow

• Market Research

Referrals

• KSBDCs

• Rural Grocery Initiative

• Local economic development groups

• Center for Economic Development & 
Business Research at Wichita State 
University

• Kansas Department of Agriculture

http://www.facebook.com/ruralgroceryinitiative
http://www.fhsu.edu/news
http://www.agriculture.ks.gov/


New Tool Available for 

Download Now 



• NetWork Kansas Loan 

Programs

• Kansas Healthy Food 

Initiative

• Other local or regional 

funds

Access to Funding





Entrepreneurship (E-) Communities

(E-Communities)

• 6 in 2007

• 61 in 2017

• Creation of locally 
controlled loan 
fund

• > 10 grocers 
funded

www.networkkansas.com/
ecommunities



Entrepreneurship (E-) Communities

Board Certified Programs:

1. Ice House: Entrepreneurial Mindset (Kauffman)

2. Growing Rural Businesses (Wichita State University)

3. Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge – YEC

4. Destination Boot Camp

5. Makerspace Boot Camp

6. Economic Gardening (State-wide)



• Funding

• Technical 
Assistance

• For all stages 
of the food 
system

khfi@ksu.edu

(785)532-6868



• Local Economic Development Groups

• Regional Economic Development 
Organizations

• Pioneer Country Development Inc

• Great Plains Development Inc

• North Central Regional Planning Commission

• South Central KS Eco Devo District

• Mid-America, Inc

• Community Foundations

Access to Funding (and TA)



Marmaton Market

Grocery Store Projects

• Transition – new 

Co-op

• KHFI

• E-Community

• County funds

• Grants

• Membership fees

• Purchase

• E-Community 2x
www.facebook.com/themarmatonmarket

www.peabodymarket.com

• SCKEDD

• Bank



Contact Us!

Facebook: /networkkansas

Twitter: @networkkansas

LinkedIn: NetWork Kansas

E-mail: iharris@networkkansas.com

Twitter: @imajayhawk

www.networkkansas.com

mailto:iharris@networkkansas.com

