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Disclaimer

The information provided in this discussion is for informational 

purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice. ChangeLab

Solutions does not enter into attorney-client relationships.

ChangeLab Solutions is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization that 

educates and informs the public through objective, non-partisan 

analysis, study, and/or research. The primary purpose of this 

discussion is to address legal and/or policy options to improve 

public health. There is no intent to reflect a view on specific 

legislation.

© 2016 ChangeLab Solutions 





How do we bring a 
grocery store to our 
town?



How do we bring a 
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town?

How do we get 
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How can people get 
there? 

Do people want 
healthy food 
options? Can people afford 

healthy foods? 

How can we sustain 
the store? 



What do we mean 
when we talk about 

policy?
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A statement in 

writing
Binding or some 

accountability

Sets out a 

general 

approach to 

be applied 

widely



Policy is 

more than 

just 

legislation



Hospital policy

Local ordinances Zoning language Resolutions

School/agency 

policy language
Contracts/agreements State/federal laws

University policy Organization policy
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Example: Streamline permitting

Source: http://trythiswv.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2.-fresh-produce.-convenience-stores.jpg

Save $$$!



Gove, KS

Example: Group purchasing
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Example: Grocery bus
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Example: Healthy Food Retail Program
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Example: Taxes
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Source: http://thinkingprinting.squarespace.com/happyface/2012/6/25/guerilla-research-at-the-farmers-market-5-best-practices.html



Hutto, TX

Example: Grocery Store Resolution



Example: Resolution (Hutto, TX)



General PlansExample: Comprehensive plans
“Provide adequate 

healthy food options 

in the city. Ensure 

that more than 75% 

of the households in 

the city live within ½ 

mile  full-service 

grocery store, fresh 

produce market, an 

ethnic market, or a 

convenience store 

that stocks fresh 

produce.”

Richmond, CA 
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thank you!
Phebe Gibson
pgibson@changelabsolutions.org

changelabsolutions.org


