Problems typically associated with urban life such as
poverty, drugs and crime, aren’t foreign to the modern rural
landscape. Economic and social changes such as the decline
of small family farms, increased urbanization and mobility
have led to population declines in rural communities, espe-
cially the loss of young people.

Now, several organizations in Kansas are coming togeth-
er to help distressed rural hometowns become viable again.

At K-State, the Center for Engagement and Community
Development is working to identify and develop models to
sustain retail sources of food for rural communities. “We
consider grocery stores as anchor businesses in communi-
ties,” said Center director David Procter.
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